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For many businesses, this economy continues to be difficult. Dependable revenues are down and replacement 
cash flow is tricky to find. Businesses are looking for creative ways to supplement their incomes from places they 
typically would not explore. Some of these tangential add-ons relate closely to their traditional business models 
while other add-ons bare no relationship to their area of expertise and are unsuccessfully molded to fit the 
business plan. You might call this out-of-the-box thinking, but when it is too much of a stretch you may want to put 
it all back in the box. 

This brings me to the solar business. The US dependence on fossil fuels is reported in the media routinely. The 
discussion is usually around national security, air and ground pollution, cheap coal, rising oil prices, etc. Solar is 
touted as part of the solution in the equation, and it is.  However, back to the tangential business add-ons, 
companies that start offering solar to their customers as a sure way to bolster depressed revenues have an 
immediate perception that adding solar to the business is easy. The cautionary note is that it is not. Solar electric 
power is a highly specialized business requiring a great deal of training. An individual exploring the solar electric 
business should expect to devote about 600 hours of intensive study and training to have the necessary 
knowledge. Electricians and electrical engineers have excellent background training, but they too must be trained. 
Electricians play a pivotal role in solar electric installation and will be involved in the field on every installation. 

Before the first panel is bolted onto its mounting structure, many stages have been carefully navigated. At the very 
beginning, the customer discussions are crucially important as the customer needs clear, succinct information to 
make sure their ideas and expectations are fully flushed out.  A thorough site analysis is done to gather the 
necessary data and uncover any challenges that will need to be incorporated into the system design. Every project 
is unique, requiring unique solutions. Solar panels come in many variations, powers, and varying qualities from 
many manufacturers.  They are chosen to meet specific design parameters. Mounting structures are designed for 
all sorts of roof types or ground mounted arrays. Wind speeds, weight loads, orientation, pitch angles, obstructions 
and shading are carefully addressed within the system design.  Power generation calculations must be accurate 
and, of course, delivered.  Ultimately, the installed solar system must be safe, operate flawlessly, meet aesthetic 
requirements, and produce power reliably for decades. 

So if you are looking to add solar to beef up lost business revenue, consider that it is serious business, requiring a 
thorough knowledge of its many complexities. Whether you wish to partner with a solar professional to offer solar 
installation to a client or you wish to install solar at your facility, there are companies around that specialize in 
solar, who are well trained, and who would be delighted to help you. 


